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New Drought stages
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Normal range of indicators.  

Some dry weather conditions 

may happen.  

Range of indicators below normal 

for the time of year for prolonged 

period

Prolonged range of indicators below normal 

including exceptionally low indicators for the 

time of year. 

Established exceptionally low and 

lowest recorded indicators for time of 

year.

Returning to or approaching 

normal for ranges for the 

time of year

= New Terminology
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1976 Drought .... a moment in history
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River Flows
3 April 2012                                      

Most recent drought

This is not looking good

What will happen next?
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What should we expect?

Or this? This? 
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River Flows
1 May 2012                                      

What a difference a 

month can make....

So is the drought over?
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Before and after ïriver Deben Suffolk

27 March 2012 3 May 2012
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Underground.... 
1 May 2012

Itôs still rather dry

Aquifers donôt recharge 

in summer do they?

Not usually....
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What can (and canôt) we learn from 
the past?

Provides a range of different droughts to 
test and plan scenarios

Reminds people of what can happen

But doesnôt prepare us for a different 
future

Can give false sense of security or 
misleading perceptions



Hydrological Outlook for Sept 2016


